Boonsboro High School

Orchestra

Mrs. Wadding

Welcome to Orchestra!  This year we will be tackling a variety of new challenges as well as reviewing all of the old but still very important basics!  In this syllabus you will find all of the information you/your student will need to be successful in class this year.
Course Description/Content:  This class is designed as a continuation of skills learned in prior classes.  Topics that will be covered include scales, rhythms, left hand technique, right hand technique, and musicality.  Students will also be learning pieces that coordinate with those skills and will present their accomplishments through a variety of performance opportunities.
Class Procedure:  Class starts as soon as the tardy bell has rung.  Students should be unpacked and ready to play 3 minutes after that bell.  The student is ready to play if the following things are accomplished:

1. All materials listed in the “materials” section below are out and ready

2. All non-orchestra items are stowed out of the way

3. The student is sitting in their seat ready for directions

Materials:  All students are expected to bring the following EVERY day.

1. Instrument and all related equipment- if you cannot provide your own please see Mrs. Wadding

2. Pencil

3. Music

4. Any other items specifically mentioned in class

Class Rules:
1. Respect everyone and everything

2. Be prepared

3. Any other rules that the class chooses to add

Consequences:
1. Verbal Warning

2. Talk with parent/guardian

3. Detention

4. Referral to the Office

*Please note under certain circumstances steps will be skipped depending on the severity of the problem. 

Attendance:  In the event of an absence, the student is responsible for obtaining any missed work.  In the event the absence is unexcused, the student cannot make-up the work and will be given a zero on any graded assignments.  All long term assignments will be due prior to the absence if the student knows they will be out on the due date.  The attendance office is responsible for determining if an absence is excused or unexcused.  Any questions about a school absence should be directed to the attendance office.  Please see the WCPS handbook for clarification on WCPS attendance policies.
Concerts: All students are required to play in the mandatory concerts while they are enrolled in the class.  These dates will be announced as soon as they are confirmed.  Please keep in mind concerts are required and a large part of the class grade!  Concert absences will be handled on a case by case basis and will be in accordance with school and county policies.

Grading: All assignments are graded on a point system.  Each assignment will be graded on a points earned out of points possible scale.  Assignments will include, but not be limited to; playing tests, written tests, written work, concerts, and participation.  A quick note about participation, this is not only coming to class, but having all the materials, playing with good posture, being on task, and contributing to the class environment.  The final grade for the class will be determined using the following weighted scale:


35% Performances


25% Tests (both written and playing)


25% Participation


15% Other (classwork, homework, projects, etc.)
Scale Tests: Every student is required to complete scale tests.  They may be done during Warrior Block, after school, recorded at home and submitted, or completed through Smart Music.  Students will receive additional information about due dates and scale requirements at a later date.
Missing Assignments: All assignments should be turned in on, or before, the due date.  Missing work from an excused absence can be turned in up to three days after the student returns to school.  If the missing work is not made up, the grade will be a zero. 

Extra Credit:  Students may earn extra credit by attending any concert that is high school level or higher.  Students will receive credit upon showing a ticket, program, or other proof of attendance.  Additional points may be earned by writing a concert review.  There will be some activities that will allow students to earn a “free scale pass” they will be announced in class.
Concert Attire: The students will be provided a uniform from the Orchestra.  There will be a cleaning fee of five dollars ($5).  If anyone would like to purchase their own uniform they will be made available at the current cost.  
After School Rehearsals/Tutoring:  Students may be asked to attend after school rehearsals to prepare them for an upcoming event.  Every effort should be made for the student to attend these rehearsals; however, all sports schedules and other conflicts will be worked around as best as possible.  This is a part of the participation grade.  After school tutoring will be available at the request of any student.  The day and time is at the discretion of the parents, student, and Mrs. Wadding. 
Contact Information: If you would like to email me, my address is waddiall@wcps.k12.md.us.  An email link is also available on the BHS website and the Washington County Board of Education site.  If a parent/guardian would like to speak with me, you can email, leave a message with the office 301-766-8022 or send a note in with your student.     

I have received and read the Orchestra syllabus and understand all that is expected of me.  I have also received a copy of the orchestra calendar, and understand that there may still be a change or addition at a later date.
Student Signature: _________________________________

Printed Name: _________________________

Date: ____________

I have received and read the Orchestra syllabus and understand all that is expected of me.  I have also received a copy of the orchestra calendar, and understand that there may still be a change or addition at a later date.

Parent Signature: ___________________________________

Printed Name: __________________________

Date: _____________

Parent/Guardian

Best way to contact you ________________________________________

Please list any email address where you would like to receive email reminders of upcoming events, and due dates:

Name:



Email:

